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Reading	Like	a	Historian:	Japanese	Internment		

	
	
Excerpt:	“The	Ugly	Abyss	of	Racism”	by	Geoffrey	Stone		
	

1. Who	was	Fred	Korematsu?	Why	was	he	detained	by	the	police?	
	
	
	
	
	

2. Why	was	Fred	Korematsu	prosecuted?	
	
	
	
	
	

3. How	did	the	Supreme	Court	rule	in	this	case?	
	
	
	
	
	

4. How	did	Justice	Black	defend	the	court’s	decision	(Use	and	explain	quotes	from	Justice	
Black	in	your	response.)?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

5. Why	did	Justice	Murphy	disagree	with	the	court’s	decision	(Use	and	explain	quotes	from	
Justice	Murphy	in	your	response.)?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Excerpt:	“Then	Came	the	War”	by	Yuri	Kochiyama	



	
6. According	to	Yuri	Kochiyama,	why	were	certain	Japanese	people	singled	out	and	taken	

sooner	than	others?	
	
	
	
	
	

7. According	to	Kochiyama,	what	were	some	of	the	signs	of	the	hysteria	of	war	at	this	
time?	

	
	
	
	
	

8. Where	was	Kochiyama’s	family	taken?	What	was	life	like	there?	
	
	
	
	
	
	

9. How	did	Kochiyama’s	experience	change	her	view	of	herself	as	an	American?	
	
	
	
	

10. Kochiyama	concluded	that	“Americans	have	always	been	putting	people	behind	walls.”	
What	do	you	think	she	meant	by	this?	Do	you	think	this	is	still	true	today?	Explain.	

	
	
	
Political	Cartoon:		

11. What	message	was	Dr.	Seuss	trying	to	send	with	this	cartoon?	Explain.	How	might	this	
cartoon	have	played	into	the	decision	to	“intern”	people	of	Japanese	descent?	

	
	















	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	




