
TIMELINE: Road to the Civil 
War 

 
 

For each of the following events, make sure to do the following:  
- Place the event title correctly on a time line covering 1819 -1860 
- Write ONE OR TWO COMPLETE SENTENCES explaining how 
the event increased tension between the North and the South, 
eventually leading to the Civil War. 
- Create or find an image to accompany your event description; the 
illustration should capture the importance of the event. 

 
Before you begin, make sure your timeline is set up correctly. It should 
cover the years 1819 – 1860 and be divided into five-year segments.  
 
1. THE MISSOURI CRISIS 1819 
2.  MISSIOURI COMPROMISE OF 1820  
3.  NAT TURNER’S SLAVE REVOLT 1831  
4. WILLIAM GARRISON PUBLISHES THE 
LIBERATOR 1831  
5.  TEXAS ANNEXATION 1845  
6.  COMPROMISE OF 1850  
7. FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW 1850  
8. THE WILMOT PROVISO 1850 
9. UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 1850-1860  
10.  PUBLICATION OF UNCLE TOM’S CABIN 1852  
11.  KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT 1854  
12. FORMATION OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 1854  
13. BLEEDING KANSAS 1854 
14.  JOHN BROWN’S RAID AT HARPER’S FERRY 
1857  
15.  DRED SCOTT SUPREME COURT DECISION 1857  
16. LINCOLN DOUGLAS DEBATES 1858  
17. ELECTON OF 1860  
 
	


